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ACT OF INCORPORATION. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



^' CONSTITUTION, LAWS. AND REGULATIONS 
OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OP COMMIS- 
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

i ^..„^ 

^^^B and Tmdm : An A et to incorporate the Americam'^-^ 
^^^^ Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

^^^^ Whereas William B*rtlet and others have been 
^^^Bssociated under the name of tlie American Board of 
^^flk>mmisHionera for Foreign Miaaiona, for the purpose of 
propagating the gospel in heatlien londa, hy supportiag 
miasioiiariea and diffusing a knowledge of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and have prayed to be incorporated iu order more 
efiectually to promote the laudable object of their aasoci- 

Sec. 1, He it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same. That William Bartlet, Esq. and 
Samuel Spring, D. D., bolh of Newburyport, Joseph 
Lyma\, D. D., of Hatfield, Jbdidiam Mobse, D. D., of 
Charlestowu, Samuel Worcester, D. D,, of Salem, the 
Hon. WiLLLVM Phillips, Esq., of Boston, and the Hon. 
JoRN Hooker, Esq., of Springfield, and their aasociatee, 
be, and they hereby are incorporated and made a body 
politic by the name of the AMERICAN BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
and by that name may sue and be sued, plead aud bo im* 
pleaded, appear, prosecute, and defend, to final judgment 



and executi(Hi ; and in their said corporate capacity, they, 
and their successors forever, may take, receive, have^and 
hold in fee-simple or otherwise, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, by gift, grant, devise, or otherwise, not 
exceeding the yearly value of four thousand dollars ; and 
may also take and hold by donation, bequest, or other- 
wise, personal estate to an amount, the yearly income of 
which shall not exceed eight thousand dollars ; so that 
the estate aforesaid shall be faithfully appropriated to the 
purpose and object aforesaid, and not otherwise. And 
the said corporation shall have power to sell, convey, ex- 
change, or lease all or any part of their lands, tenements, 
or other property for the benefit of their funds, and may 
have a common seal which they may alter or renew at 
pleasure. Provided, however, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall enable the said corporation, or any person or 
persons, as trustees for or fw the use of said corporation, 
to receive and hold any gift, grant, legacy, or bequest, 
heretofore given or bequeathed to any person in trust for 
said Board, unless such person or persons, could by law 
have taken and holden the same, if this act had not 
passed. 

Sec. 2. Be it further eniicted. That tlie said Board 
may annually choose from among themselves, by ballot, a 
President, a Viee President, and a Prudential Committee ; 
and, also, from among themselves or others a Correspond* 
ing Secretary, a Receding Secretary, a Treasurer, an 
Auditor, and such other officers as they may deem expe- 
dient ; dll of whom shall hold their offices until others are 
chosen to succeed them, and shall have such powers and 
perform such duties as the said Board may order and 
direct ; and in case of vacancy by deaths resignation, cur 
otherwise, the vacancy may in like manner - be filled at 
any legal meeting of the said Board. And the said 
Treasurer shall give bond with sufiScient surety, or sure- 
ties, in the judgment of the Board, or the Prudential 
Committee, for the faithftiL discharge of the duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That all contracts, and 
deeds, which the said Board nay lawfully make and ex- 
ecute, signed by the chairman of the said Prudential 
Committee, and countersigned- by their clerk, (whom 
they are hereby authorized to a^^int,) and sealed with 



the conimaa seal of said corporation, Ehall be valid in 
law to all intents and purposes. 

Sec. 4. Be it farther enacted, Tnat the first annua] 
raeetijig of the said Board shall be on the third Wednes- 
day of September nest, at such pkCe as the said William 
Bartlet may appoint, and the present ofGcers of said 
Board shall continue in ofHce until others are elected. ' 
Sec. 5. Be it ^fiirther enacted. That the said Board, 
at the first annual meeting aforesaid, and at any subse;' 
quent annual meeting, may elect by ballot any suitable 
persons to be nierabers of said Board, either to supply 
vacancies, or in addition to their present number. 

Sec. (). Be it further mnrfed, That the said Board 
shall base power to make such bye-laws, rules, and rega» 
latiotiSg'for calling future meetings of said Board, and for 
the management of their concerns, as they shall deem ex- 
pedient ; provided the same are not repugnant to the lawa 
of this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted. That one quarter part 
of the annual income from the funds of said Board shall 
be faithfully appropriated to defray tlie expense of im« 
parting the Holy Scriptures to unevangelized nations in 
their own languages ; Provided, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to defeat the express in- 
tentioDS of any testator or donor, who shall give or b^ 
queath money to promote the great purposes of the Board. 
Proeided, also, that nothing herein contained shall be so 
ConstTocil as to restrict said Board tiom af^opriating 
more than one quarter of said income to translating and 
distributing the Scriptures whenever they shall deem it 
Advisable. 

8bc. 8. Be it further enacted, That not less than one 

|S9ttird of said Board shall at all times be composed of re- 

^^^Hectable laymen ; and that not less than one third of 

^^^^ul Board shall be composed of respectable clergymen ; 

^^^E'lamakiing third to be composed of characters of tho 

^^^Btle description whether clergymen or laymen. , 

^^^Kb'c. 9. Be it further macled, That the LegialatuiS 

^^^^^s Commonwealth shall at any time have the right tdr" 

■ UU^ct, by a Committee of their own body, the doings, 

fiinds, and proceedings of the said Corporation, and may 

at llieir pleasure alter or annul any or all of the powers 
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In the House of RepresentaiweSy June \9tky I8I2.— * 
This bill having had three several readings^ passed to be 
enacted. TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker, 

In the Senate, June 20th, 1812.— This bill havii% had 
two readings, passed to be enacted. 

SAMUEL DANA, President, 

June ^UHh, 1812.^ — By the Governor, Apfwroved. 

CALEB STRONG, 

Copy— Attest, ALDEN BRADFORD,. 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

N. B. — ^The Associates, alluded to in the foregoing act, 
were the Hon» John Treadwell, LL. D., the Rev, 
Timothy Dwigkt,. D. D. LL. D., President of Yale Col- 
lege, Gen. Jedidiah Huntington, and the Rev, Calvin 
Chapin^ all of Connecticut. 



LAW9 A19D REGULATWHS OF THE BOARD. 

L Object of ths Board. 

The ob|ect of the Board is, to^ propagate the gospel 
among unevangels^ed nations and commuMties, by means 
of preachcrs> cat-echist^, schooknasterSy and tlie press. 

2; Mertbeks of the Board, 

1. Corporaie Members, — The Corporate members of 
the Board, are those who have the right of voting at its 
meetings. These, according to the Act of Incorporation, 
must be elected by ballot, and only at the annual meetr 
ings. Not less than one third of the corporate members 
must be laymen. 

The corporate members,, besides being under special 
obligation to attend the meetings of the Board, are pledg- 
ed to attend the anniversary meetings of Auxiliary Socio* 
ties, when required by the Prudential Committee, as a 
Deputation from the Bbard ; their travelling expenses, in 
going to and returning from the places of such meetings^ 
being paid out of the Treasury of the Board. 

2. Corresponding Members, — Clergymen and laymen, 
lesiding ia distant parts of the United States and in iov- 
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eign lands, may be elected by ballot, as Corresponding 
inonibers of the Board ; who, thougL it be no part of their 
ol&dal duty to attend its meetings, or take part in its 
votes or resolutions, yet, when occasionally present, may 
assist in its deliberations, and by comnmnicating informa- 
tion and in other ways, enlighten its course, facilitate its 
operations, and promote its objects. 

3. Honorary Members. — Clergymen, on paying fifty 
dollars, and other persons, on paying one hundred dollari^, 
at any one time, shall be entitled to the privilege of at- 
tending the meetings of the Board, and of assisting in its 
deliberations as honorary members; it being understood, 
however, that the right of voting is restricted, by the 
charter, to the corporate members, 

4. The certificates of membership for corporate niem- 
bera shall be signed by the President and Recording 

I Secretary of the Board ; for corresponding members, by 
lUie Secretaries for correspondence; and for honorary' 
i^embers, by the Treasurer. 
k 3. Officers of the Boakd. 

[ I. The officers of the Board shall bo a President, Vice 
IjPreBident, a Prudential Committee, as many Secretaries 
U are necessary, a Treasurer, and two Auditors. These 
must be chosen by ballot, and they hold their offices unU) • 
others are appointed to succeed them. jj 

2. It shall be the duty of the President, and in hi; ab- ' 
eence of the Vice President, to preside at eacji meeting • 
of the Board, and to perform such official ubts, cither 
during tlie session of the Board, or at any oth<^t lime, as 
shall be assigned to him by any bye-law or vote of the 
Board. In the absence of both the President and VictfX 
President, the meeting shall be called to order by tlu^l 
oldest member present, ailer which a presiding officer 1 
shall be chosen for the occasion. * 

One of the members of the Committee, or one of the 
Secretaries of the Board, shall be appointed clerk of the 
Committee, who shall keep a full record of their doings, , 

I> and sign all their official acts. The records above de-.^^^ 
jliloribed shall be always open to the inspection of '^t|^^| 
Board. ^^H 

3. It shall be the duty of the Prudential Committee tQ^^H 
^carry into eSect all resolutions and orders of the Boards ^^t 
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edit its official publications, and perform such other duties 
as the fioard or the Prudential Committee shall particu- 
larly direct ; dividing the appropriate labors of their de- 
partment among tliemselvea, under the advice and direc- 
tion of the Prudential Committee. 

5. It shall be the duly of the Treasurer to lake the 
charge of all monies paid into the treasury of tlie Board, 
and to give receipts tlierefor ; — to keep safely all the 
fundB -and mouies of the Board, and all notes, bonds, 
deeds, and other evidences of property; — to keep fair and 
acctirate accounts of all monies received and expended ; 
— to make out annually a statement of receipts and pay- 
ments, and of the condition of the several permanent 
fiinds, for the information of the Board ; — to invest and 
deposit monies, and make remittances and payments, 

'according to the direction of the Board, or of the Pruden- 
tial Committee ; — to exhibit his books, accounts, vouch- 
ers, and evidences of property, whenever required, to the 
Board or the Prudential Committee ; — to conduct the 
correspondence relating immediately to his department ; 
and perform such other acts as are necessary to the faith- 
ful execution of the duties of his office. 

6. It shall be the duty of the Auditors to examine the 
books of the Treasurer thoroughly and particularly, at 
least once a year ; and, if they shall find the accoimts 
iWHTectly kept and accurately cast, the payments well 

iched, the balance satisfactorily stated and accounted 
and the evidences of property duty exhibited, to give 
r certificate accordingly ; which certificate they shall 
enter at large in the Treasurer's books, and transmit or 
deposit a duplicate thereof with the Kecordiug Secretary, 
to be by him entered in his book of records. 

■C. In addition to the officers above named, there shall ' 
be a certain number ofGeneral Agents, ^[minted by the 
Prudential Committee for particular districts of country ; 
whose duty it shall be, within their respective fields, to 
co-operate with the agents of other societies, with the 
pastors of churches, with ecclesiastical bodies, with the J 
officers of the Board and its auxiliaries, and witliotfa^^ i 
friends of missions, in promoting a missionary spirit, Od 
drawing out the resources of the christian community, 
the speedy promulgation of the gospel through the 
■Id. The General Agents shall be entitled to the priv- 
ileges of honorary members of the Board. 
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I. If, in the opinion of tbe Prmlential Committee, it 
Pshall at an; time be dangerous lo the health of the mem- 
1 bera of the Board, or on any other account highly inexpe- 
dient, to meet at the place appointed for any annual 
meeting, the Prudential Committee are authorized to 
appoint some other place for such meeting, by sending a 
notice of such change to at least six of the religious 

I* newspapers, published in different parts of the country, 

kfyad also a printed notice to each corporate member of the 

V, Board. 

f 2. No member, who shall be present at any meeting, 
shall consider himself at liberty to leave, until he shall 
have applied to the Board and obtained permission ; and 
members, who may consider it necessary to be absent 
during any part of a session, shall be expected to give aa 
early notice aa possible of their contemplated absence. J 

3. The successive daily sessions shall each be opened I 
with prayer. J 

4. Committees may be selected from each of the three 1 
classes of members. I 

5. There shall be an annual sermon preached before ^ 
the Board by a person appointed at a previous meeting'. 
A second preacher shall be appointed to preach in case 
of his failure, who shall be first on the list of candidalea 
for preachers at the succeeding anniversary. Should 
both be prevented from preaching, the Prudential Com- 
mittee are authorized to procure a preacher. U 

6. At the annual meetings, unless peculiar circumstaQ'^ 
ces should render it inexpedient, the Board will uniteJ 
with their fellow Christians in the celebration of l'*' 
Lord's supper; and such celebration shall take place 
the aflernoon of the second day of the session. 

7. Each corporate member of the Board, who shall 4 
apply to the Treasurer for the same, shall be allowed ten J 
cents a mile for travelling expenses in attending an^B 
annual meeting of the Board, reckoning the distance only J 
oae way, and the usual route from his place of residencb'fl 
lo the place of meeting. It is understood that no one 
shall receive a greater sum than the amount of his actual 
expenses in going to and returning from the meeting; 
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money in preparing the candidate more fully for the ser^ 
yice assigned him. 

3. A missionary is one, who has been ordained a min- 
ister of the gospel, and is actually under the direction of 
the Board. All others, whether licensed preachers, phy- 
sicians, schoolmasters, printers, etc. are assistcmt mission^ 
aries, but, in the Reports of the Prudential Committee, 
shall generally be designated by their specific occupar 
tions. 

4. Whenever any missionary or assistant missionary 
has, in the judgment of the Prudential Committee, Tiolar 
ted the instructions given him, whether before or after 
entering the field of his missionary labors, or has failed to 
perform any duty reasonably required of him, they are 
authorized to dismiss him, in case they deem it expedient, 
from the service of the Board. In all cases, however, 
where the missionary or assistant missionary has actually 
been named in any of the official publications of the 
Board, as having been received und^ its patronage and 
direction, the individual so dismissed shall have the priv- 
ilege of submitting his case to the revision of the Board, 
at an annual meeting. 

5. No missionary or assistant missionary of the Board 
shall engage in any business or transaction whatever for 
the sake of private gain ; nor shall any one engage in 
transactions or employments yielding pecuniary profit, 
without first obtaining the consent of his brethren in the 
mission ; and the profits, in all such cases, shall be placed . 
at the disposal of the mission. 

6. The missionaries and assistant missionaries are re- 
garded as having an equitable claim upon the churches, 
in whose behalf they go among the heathen, for an eco- 
nomical support, while performing their missionary labors ; 
and it shall be the duty of the Board to see that a fair 
and equitable allowance is made to them, taking into 
view their actual circumstances in the several countries 
where they reside. 

7. When missionaries or assistant missionaries return 
home, their connection with the Board shall cease as soon 
as there is no longer a reasonable probability of their re- 
turning to their missionary labor. 

8. When superannuated or disabled missionaries or 
assistant missionaries^ or the widows of missionaries or 
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assistant missionaries, return to this country with the ap- 
probation of the Prudential Committee, it shall be the 
duty of the Committee to make such grants towards their 
support, as tlie circumstances of each case shall require, 
and as shall best comport with the missionary character 
and the interests of the missionary cause ; — it being un- 
derstood, 

(1.) That no pensions or annuitien are to be settled on 
any person, and that no grant is to be made, except in 
extraordinary cases, for any other than the current year. 

(2. ) That, except in extraordinary cases, after the lapae 
of a year from their return, no grant is to be made to re- 
turned missionaries or ^sistant missionaries, who are 
neither superannuated, nor disabled by sickness, and yet 
are not expected to resume their missionary labors, 

(3.) That missionaries and assistant missionaries, who 
return on account of sickness, and recover their health, 
and remain in this country, are no longer to be regarded 
as having claims upon the Board for pecuniary assistance. 

(4.) That missionaries and assistant missionaries, who 
return on account of sickness, and partially recover their 
health so as to attend to the ordinary business of life for a 
number of years, are not to be regarded, when they again 
lose their health, as having the same claims upon the 
Board, as they had when they first arrived,* 

Q. The grants made to returned missionaries and assist- 
ant missionaries shall, in all ordinary cases, be charged to 
the miaeions to which they last belonged, as a part of the 

te:g>enses of said missions, 
10. When parents, who are missionaries or assistant 
[be etaimH of rotDmea muBinpuiaa and uaiitiuit muBiaQarifi, but cbivftj to d^fiie 
I Bum. The Enntt regnlatiun itatss what hia in liicl been llie nneial luign io n- 

■paot In thwHi who hive lell the lenice of the Bnid. A ilunuarion hu geDcnUj 
bean uked bj Uie miniourf , ind voleil by tbs PiudeaUel Commituis. A utag«, 
H eridenlly proper nbso muaioosriea ceue to be diceoted hy tbo Committoe, ud 

DOW pnniuibAd sb m duty in ^ casei.— Len it ihriiUJl-e Ibooght that > duKLDliOB 
dTUio coDcectiOD with the Boud BBnuBiimkariBB,iDTi^F«orcouTBe a deitructiafl of 
ill Dlsimi on the Souil fin peeotumy iBiatues, Re^ulstioa figUi isoogoim Mi^ 

RcBlly, perfaape, u can tn doiui wilfa ^a pnvflot kmooiLt DTexpeiiflDfla ob tbu jrnb- 

E*-" ^The approbation of the Pnidentid Comtnitlee, reqahsd ia Iho refnlalfan, 
besilhgiWoisotaftailho tetumaf IhendaiomiT. To Dbtaio it aAenranta, 
U be BftoBanrj that Lhir miniDa, to which tha [ulurDbf joiiaiaDarj belooBB, 
baia Ibtraallir smuenled to bii letutn. 



i 



missionaries of the Board, are desirous of sending their 
children to this country for education, or for a permanent 
residence unless qualliiGd and disposed at a future time 
to enguge in the work of missions among the heathen, the 
Prudential Committee, at their discretion, may allow a 
sum adequate to defray tlie necessary travelling expenses 
of the children from the missions with which their purenta 
are connected, to the place where the children are to be 
educated or to reside. 

11. Afler the children have arrived in this country, the 
Prudential Committee at their discretion may allow, for 
a boi/, an annual sum not exceeding fifty dollars; — the 
allowance not to be continued after the child is eighteen 
years of age, and the whole sum allowed for any one boy., 
alter liis arrival in this country, not to exceed three hun- 
dred dollars ; and for a girl, an annual sum not exceeding 
forty dollars ; — the allowance not to he continued after the 
child ia eighteen years of age, and the whole aiim allowed 
for any one girl, after her arrival in this country, not to 
exceed two hundred and forty dollars. 

12. In ordinary cases, it shall be presumed that a child 
does not need pecuniary assistance, when no application 
is made to the Prudential Committee for such assistance 
by the parent or guardian ; and the grants shall be R^de 
only for the current year, and not without reason to be- 
lieve that they are requited by the circumstances of the 
children. 

13. In case children are left without either parent, and 
there ia no missionary family, or christian friend, or guar- 
dian, by whom such children could be well taken care of 
in the mission, the Board will then authorise the removal 
of the children to this country, and *ill provide for them 
according to article eleventh. 

14. The allowances made on account of the children 
of living missionaries, or assistant missionaries, in the 
service of the Board, wherever the children may be edu- 
cated, shall be charged to the mission to which the pa 
rents belong. 

15. The allowance made on account of orphan children 
shall, in ordinary cases, be charged to the mission to 
whicli the parents belonged at the time of their decease. 

IG. The Board regard it as not consistent with the 
multiplied cares and duties of the Prudential Committee, 



for them to unilertakc the guardianship of the chiidreii of 
missionaries sent to this country. 

6. Thb Missions. 

t. A majority of miasionaries and assistant missiona- 
ries in anj mission shall, in their regular meetings, de- 
cide all questions that may arise in regard to their pro- 
ceedings and conduct, in which the mission is interested, 
the decision being subject to the revision of the Pruden- 
tial Committee. At such meetings every male missionary 
and assistant missionary present, having arrived at the age 
of twenty-one years, is entitled to a vote. 

3. It shall be a standing rule, applicable to all mission- 
aries and agents of the Board, that real estate shali not be 
purchased at the expense of the Board, nor money loaned 
belonging to the Board, without the express permission of 
the Prudential Committee previously obtained. 

7. Permanent Fund for the support 



The permanent funds for Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer, heretofore kept distinct, shoJI be merged in 
%me, and be called the " Fund for support of Officers;" 
and the avails of this fond shall be appropriated to the 
support of the Secretaries and the Treasurer of the Board, 
at the discretion of the Prudential Committee ; provided 
that a strict regard be had to the intentions of donors in 
Bach appropriations. 

8. LinBARY OF THE Board, curiosities, etc. 
1. The Library of the Board shall be regarded as em- 
bracing the books, maps, manuscripts, pictures, etc. at 
the Missionary Rooms, and all the books, maps, etc. ap- 
propriated to the use of the several missions, and not in- 
cluded in the original outfit of the missionaries, nor pur- 
chased at their private expense. The Library at the 
Rooms shall be placed in charge of a librarian appointed 
by the Prudential Committee ; and those of the several 
missions shall he placed in charge of a librarian appointed, 
in ordinary cases, by the mission itself, who shall be ac- 
conntable for the books to the mission and to the Pruden- 
tial Committee. 



J 



J 



16 

2. The curiosities deposited in the Missiooary Rooms, 
and consisting of idol gods and other objects of supersti- 
tion, together with specimens in natural history, etc. in- 
teresting on account of their being brought from countries 
which are fields for missionary exertion, shall be carefully 
preserved, arranged, and labelled, and kept in a room 
provided for the purpose, under the direction of the Pru- 
dential Committee. 

9. Intshcourbx with other societies, and with Ee- 

CLB8IASTICAL BODIES. 

1. A friendly intercourse shall be maintained with 
Other protestant societies in this and oth^ lands, which 
are engaged in the benevolent design of propagating the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2. The Board will send to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States, to the Synod 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, and to the several Gen- 
eral Associations in the New England States, as many 
copies of the annual Report and other printed documents, 
as shall be sufficient to furnish those bodies with the 
means of information with regard to the state and neces- 
sities of the Board, its operations, and the success which 
God may grant to its exertions. 
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THE RORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
THE COST OF OVERDUE NOTIFICATION 
IF THIS BOOK IS NOT RETURNED TO 
THE LIHRARY ON OR BEFORE THE LAST 
DvVTE STAMPED HELOW. 




